
NOVEMBER 

November proved to be the fifth consecu-

tive month to register above normal tem-

peratures in Boise. In fact, this November 

averaged a monthly temperature of 44.6 

degrees. That’s 4.6 degrees above the nor-

mal November mean—making it the third 

warmest Boise November since 1940.  Con-

ditions were 

relatively dry 

as well, with 

N W S - B o i s e 

recording a 

measly 0.58 

inches of pre-

c i p i t a t i on— 

over three-

quarters of an 

inch below 

normal for 

this month of 

the year.  

 

McCall also ended the month with an above-

normal average temperature of 32.6 de-

grees. (That’s 4.1 degrees above their No-

vember average.)   McCall  fared better (or 

worse, depending on your weather prefer-

ences!) in the precipitation department—

ending the month with a surplus of 2.58 

inches of liquid precipitation.  

EARLY DECEMBER 

December is already proving itself to be 

more seasonable.  Two significant storms 

brought widespread precipitation to south-

east Oregon and southwest Idaho beginning 

with the first of the month.  

Significant precipitation (mainly rain) fell 

across the West Central Mountains and 

Weiser Basin with both of these systems.  

As of the morning of December 6th, McCall 

had already re-

ceived 2.87 inch-

es of precipita-

tion.   

Subsequent l y , 

local rivers and 

streams quickly 

swelled. The 

image at left is 

the hydrograph 

of the Weiser 

River (at Cam-

bridge) from 

early Wednes-

day, December 

5th. It shows two distinct river rises due to 

increased runoff.  

WHAT’S NEXT? 

The main forecast trend is a shift to more 

northerly or northwesterly flow, as a ridge 

of high pressure builds over the north Pacif-

ic. This trend would support cooler temper-

atures, lower snow levels, and light precipi-

tation—mainly across central Idaho moun-

tains. 

Winter Is Coming 
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Sage Winds 
National Weather Service - Boise, Idaho 

www.weather.gov/boise 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydrograph
http://www.weather.gov/boise
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By Jay Breidenbach,  

Warning Coordination  

Meteorologist   

 

The Boise Weather Forecast office participated 

in Skywarn Recognition Day on December 1st, 

2012.  Skywarn Recognition Day was devel-

oped in 1999 by the National Weather Service 

and the American Radio Relay League (ARRL).  

It celebrates the contributions that volunteer 

Skywarn radio operators make to the National 

Weather Service and public safety during 

threatening weather. 

   

During the day, Skywarn operators visit 

NWS offices and contact other radio opera-

tors across the world.    We were able to 

make about 15 local contacts with people in 

Southwestern Idaho and Southeastern Ore-

gon and obtained some excellent current 

weather observations on December 1st. 

Contacts as far away as Missouri, North 

Dakota and Pennsylvania were made on the 

20 Meter and 40 Meter Bands.  

 

Locally, weather nets currently are held on the 

ISRA repeater at 146.940 MHz.  It has a nega-

tive standard offset, and 100 Hz PL tone, locat-

ed on Shaffer Butte, with coverage in Ada, 

Canyon, North Owyhee, and South Elmore 

Counties. This repeater is often linked to an-

other ISRA repeater on West Mountain near 

Cascade, with coverage in parts of Adams, 

Gem, and Valley Counties.  The West Mtn re-

peater is on 443.300 MHz.  It has a positive 

standard offset, and 110.9 PL tone. Thank you 

again to all of our participating ARRL partners. 
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Skywarn Recognition Day 

 

Dan Woodall (N7DKW), Gerald 

Kronke (KD7ULT),  John Stone 

(K7JPS), and Ken  Terrell (KF7ZWN) 

operate National Weather Service 

Radio (WX7BOI) on December  1st, 

during Skywarn Recognition Day. 
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Weather In The News 
Satellites Unveil Black Marble and Spy on the Moon—Washington Post 

 

Washington’s Blimp Snowstorm of December 4-5, 1921—Washington Post 

 

Typhoon Bopha Carves Across Philippines, Killing Scores of People—CNN 

 

A hearty congratulations goes 

out to Lead Forecaster, 

George Skari, who will be re-

tiring, at the end of the 

month, after 41 years of Fed-

eral service. George started 

his weather career as a fore-

caster with the U.S. Navy.  He 

has been a forecaster at the 

NWS office here in Boise 

since the mid-90s.   

CONGRATULATIONS 

GEORGE!   

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/satellites-unveil-black-marble-and-spy-on-the-moon/2012/12/05/f7984666-3f18-11e2-bca3-aadc9b7e29c5_blog.html#pagebreak
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/washingtons-blimp-snowstorm-of-dec-4-5-1921/2012/12/05/d2f17b0a-3e07-11e2-bca3-aadc9b7e29c5_blog.html
http://www.cnn.com/2012/12/04/world/asia/philippines-typhoon/index.html

